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SUB J : GOC MOVES TO DEFUSE NWT POLITICAL ISSUES 

1 . WELL PLACED NWT SOURCE TOLD CONGEN MARCH 21 THAT RECENTLY 
ARTICULATED DEMAND OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES COUNCIL FOR 
MAJOR INQUIRY INTO THE TERRITORIES' POLITICAL FUTURE HAD 

BEEN SET ASIDE DUE TO GOVERNMENT DECISION TO APPOINT CABINET 
LEVEL OFFICIAL TO LOOK INTO QUESTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE YUKON AND NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. 
PERSONS RUMORED AS CANDIDATES FOR THIS POSITION ARE MITCHELL 
SHARP, BUD DRURY, AND JAKE WARREN. 

2. NWT COUNCIL HAS BEEN CONCERNED THAT NATIVE LAND CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENTS WOULD BRING ABOUT A BALKINIZATION OF THE NWT, 

AND IT HAS BEEN PRESSING NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT MINISTER 
ALLMAND HARD FOR APPROVAL OF DOLS 1.7 MILLION INQUIRY WHICH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO GENERATE SUPPORT FOR A UNIFIED 
NWT. IN PUSHING THIS CAUSE, TERRITORIAL COUNCILLORS HAD 
BEEN THREATENING TO EMBARRASS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY WITH- 
HOLDING APPROVAL OF 1977-78 TERRITORIAL BUDGET, HOWEVER, 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY MAYOR OF INUVIK THAT THIS COURSE OF 
ACTION IS NO LONGER CONTEMPLATED, SINCE AGREEMENT TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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APPOINT CABINET LEVEL OFFICIAL HAS LARGELY ALLAYED FEARS 
OF NWT RESIDENTS WHO WISH TO PRESERVE TERRITORIAL UNITY. 

INUVIK MAYOR ALSO TOLD REPORTING OFFICER THAT NATIVE GROUPS 
HAD BEEN TOLD TO LIMIT THEIR CLAIMS SETTLEMENT SUBMISSIONS 
STRICTLY TO ECONOMIC MATTERS, SINCE THE GOC WOULD NOT BE 
GIVING CONSIDERATION TO ASSERTIONS OF POLITICAL SOVEREIGNTY. 
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